
OPPOSE  H B 6355 
 

Members of the Judiciary Committee, 

I am the CCDL Liaison for the Southington Sportsmen’s Association and the Bell City Rifle Club 

representing approximately 1,000 members, spouses, partners and  family members, make us a voting 

block of 3,000 people. We vote 2nd Amendment and adamantly oppose  HB 6355 and strongly support HB 

6491  

HB 6355 is flawed, dangerous, and violates due process. Risk Protection Orders in another state have 

already cost a life it was supposed to save. 

CT’s current RPO system has prevented suicide and a mass shooting existing law is working. The proposed bill 

violates the 1ST, 2ND, 4TH and 5TH Amendments. eliminates investigation by 2 policeman-due process, opens 

fraudulent complaints, no accountability for fraud, no uniform standards for judges and makes a person guilty of 

a crime they did not commit. The accused has to prove their innocence after the fact- not how America works. It 

could take years and thousands of dollars for an innocent person to recover their firearms. Gary Willis of MD 

was shot and killed in his own home by police at 5 A M while being the subject of a RPO. 

 

A RPO removes firearms from a home but not other means of someone harming themselves or others. 

Household chemicals, poisons, RX medication, sleeping pills, rope, wire or cordage and asphyxiation with an 

automobile. HB 6355 therefore reveals itself for what it truly is-just another gun control law. 

 

Timothy McVeigh carried out the deadliest terrorist attack on U S soil in 1995 using a homemade bomb of 

fertilizer, gasoline and instructions from the internet. 168 people were killed, 12 were children. A RPO would 

not have stopped him. 

 

A detailed evaluation of RPOs was carried out by the Rand Corp using 20 years of data from the 17 states that 

have RPOs, CT included. In the final analysis,  effectiveness of RPOs was found to be “inconclusive”. 

 

A 14 page report by the R I Civil Liberties Union, stated Red Flag Laws go beyond any reasonable effort 

to keep firearms out of the wrong hands. People have been subject to RPOs for simply voicing their opinion 

in nonviolent or non-threatening ways. I can furnish examples if asked. 

 

In an OP ED posted to Doctors for Responsible Gun Ownership, DR Thomas Vaughan gave a systematic 

breakdown of the complete failure of concept, application and results of RPOs. His OP ED was “RED 

FLAG LAWS ARE FALSE FLAGS”. 

 

Two police officer friends said they are concerned that serving a RPO would strain relations between police and 

the community and stated serving a RPO endangers both parties. One said he would call in sick that day rather 

than serve a RPO. 

RPOs are flawed, dangerous and go against the very core of the 2nd Amend. Gun control does not make 

us safe as statistics show. 

 

Thank you, 

Warren Stevens 

Southington, CT 


